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I KJfNCl OF CLAIMS 

'(Currently Amended) A ventilated cage and rock system for housing at 
least one cage assembly, said system comprising: 

a ventilated rn-lr hir'T a bggjfli S ™ dth and a depth - ^herein the racK il 

rftnSt n. C t C d and TO ttr 1 ,ft «" nnort n & P»»nff ftc w i dth of 

the rack, t he rack including at least one air exhaust plcnumjammngdPJlS 
t ht» width of the rack: and 
at least one canopy dbpoccd within supported , hy 5 a id rack, the canopy having^ 
l^n pih and a width, the canopy b eing adapted to receiye josiUon sa id-ope 
or more cage assemblies assemMy-below the canopy while maintaining a 
gap between the cano py and the t op of said cage assembly so as to permit 
air to be drawn into the air exhaust plenum from the interior of said cage 
assembly through the top of said cage assembly and to also permit ambient 
air to be drawn across the top of said cage assembly into the air exhaust 
plenum; 

wherein said cage assembly comprises at least one of a first cage having a first 
width at nr about the width of the canopy « *d-ox.a plurality of second 
cages having at least a second width, said second width being less than 
said first TrH» h , «*— fn, " combined ^ft* ffthc second cages 
po^irmed side b y Side ajgBg T hp ™ Hth nf Ae canonv '* M pr frb ° Ut ^ 
w»fah ofthecanonv. 
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^(driginal) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said 
plurality of second cages consists of two second cages. 

A. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said 
canopy comprises a channeling element adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across 
said top of said cage assembly into the air exhaust plenum when said cage assembly comprises a 
plurality of said second cages. 

^/^^riginal) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 2, wherein said 
canopy comprises a channeling element adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across 
said top of said cage assembly into the air exhaust plenum when said cage assembly consists of 
two cages. 

/ / / 5^riginal) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 3 t wherein said 
canopy further comprises a rear channel wall disposed adjacent said channeling element and 
adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top of said cage assembly into the air 
exhaust plenum wheifsaid cage assembly comprises a plurality of said second cages. 

6. (Original) Hie ventilated cage and rack system of claim 4, wherein said 
canopy further comprises a rear channel wall disposed adjacent said channeling element and 
adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top of said cage assembly into the air 
exhaust plenum when said cage assembly consists of two second cages. 
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'(Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 5, wherein said 
canopy further comprises one or more flow tabs disposed at a rear edge of said canopy, said one 
or more flow tabs being adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top of said 
cage assembly into the air exhaust plenum when said cage assembly comprises a plurality of said 
second cages. 

8. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 6, wherein said 
canopy further comprises one or more flow tabs disposed at a rear edge of said canopy, said one 
or more flow tabs being adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top of said 
cage assembly into the air exhaust plenum when said cage assembly consists of two cages. 

^/^(^ginal) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 2, wherein each of 
said two second cages are secured within said ventilated rack by a corresponding cage lock, said 
cage locks being disposed on said ventilated rack such that said cage locks arc disposed about 
non-adjacent sides of s&id cages. 

10. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said 
canopy comprises a discrete reinforcement member disposed on a front edge of said canopy. 

(Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said 
canopy is attached to said air exhaust plenum and communicates with said air exhaust plenum 
through ducts in said air exhaust plenum. 
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IZ^Pftginal) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said rack 
ses at least one air supply plenum and 1 
assembly to receive air from said air supply plenum. 



further comprises at least one air supply plenum and wherein said canopy positions said cage 



13. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1 , wherein said 
canopy further comprises a top plate, a left side wall and a right side wall. 

/ 

14. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 13, wherein the lop 
and side plates are of substantially the same length as the length of said cage assembly in the 
rack. 

1 5. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 13, wherein each of 
said side walls is substantially perpendicular to the top plate. 

/l^Orte The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 13, wherein said top 
plate and said left and right side walls are formed as a unitary member. 




(Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1 3, wherein each said 
cage of said cage assembly further comprises a bottom portion with side walls and a filter cap, 
the filter cap having side walls which overhang the side walls of the bottom portion of the cage 
when the filter cap is mounted on the bottom portion, and wherein eaeh of said left and right side 
walls of the canopy further comprise a lip extending perpendicularly from the side plate so that 
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the lips extend underneath at least a portion of the overhanging side walls of die filter cap of the 
second cage. 



(Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim 1, wherein said at 
least one canopy is substantially comprised of a transparent material. 



^yf. (Original) The ventilated cage and rack system of claim I, wherein said at 
least one canopy is substantially comprised of clear plastic. 



,20. (Currently Amended) A ventilated rack fox housing cages having different 
widths, said system comprising: 

a ventilated rack having a height a wid th and a depth , wherein the rSck is 



constructed and arranged to position a plurality of cages along the width of 
the rack, the rack including at least one air exhaust plenum running along 
the width of the rack: and 
one or more canopies dispos e d s upported bvw ithm said rack, the canopies having 
a length and width, a t least one of said canopies being adapted to receive 
position-either onepf»fim cage or two of a second cage below the 
canopy so as to permit air to be drawn into the air exhaust plenum from 
the interior of each cape, the first cage h aving a first width at or about the 
width oFthe canopy , or two c age» -and the second cage having a second 
width, wherein the combined widths of two second cages positioned side 
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fry gjds afopg frc wjj<lth of the canopy is at or afe>ut fee width of the 
canopy be l ow th e oanopy go as to permit air to be drown into th e air 
owhauot pl e num from the interior of oooh cage, the first w i dth being 
greotcf than the second width. 

^(Original) The rack of claim 20, wherein said at least one of said canopies is 
adapted such that a gap is maintained between the top of the cages so as to permit air to be drawn 

i 

into the air exhaust plenum from the interior of said cages. 



22. (Original) The rack of claim 21 , wherein said at least one of said canopies is 
adapted suchOta^amb^ent air is drawn across the top of said cages into the air exhaust plenum; 

23. (Original) The rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies 
further comprises a rear channel wall disposed adjacent said channeling element and adapted to 
facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said lop of said cages. 




24. (Original) The rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies 
comprises a channeling element adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top 
of said cages. 




2iy<OrigInal) The rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies 
further comprises one or more flow tabs disposed at a rear edge of said canopy, said one of more 
flow tabs being adapted to facilitate said drawing of ambient air across said top of said cages. 
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^26^(Onginal) The rack of claim 22, wherein each of said cages are secured 
within said ventilated rack by a corresponding cage lock, said cage locks being disposed on said 
rack such that said cage locks are disposed about non-adjacent sides of said cages. 




1\ (Original) The rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies 
comprises a discrete reinforcement member disposed on a front edge of said canopy. 

28. (Original) Hie rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies is 
attached to sajdiur exhaust plenum and communicates with said air exhaust plenum through 
ducts in said air exhaust plenum. 

2%<(Origmal) The rack of claim 22, wherein said rack further comprises at least 
one air supply plenum and wherein said at least one of said canopies positions said cages to 
receive air from said air supply plenum. 

3<Mdnginal) The rack of claim 22, wherein said at least one of said canopies 
further compmes a top plate, a left side wall and a right side wall. 

3 1 . (Original) The rack of claim 30, wherein the top and side plates are of 
substantially the^ume length as the length of said cage assembly in the rack. 

32. (Original) The rack of claim 30, wherein each of said side walls is 
substantially pemefidicular to the top plate. 
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^^JS^-^tSriginal) The rack of claim 30, wherein said top plate and said left and right 
side walls arc formed as a unitary member. 

^^^(Original) The rack of claim 20, wherein said at least one canopy is 
substantially comprised of a transparent m aterial . 




35. (Original) The rack of claim 20, wherein said at least one canopy is 
substantially comprised of clear plastic. 




^3£^<Driginal) The rack of claim 30, wherein each said cages further comprises a 
bottom portion with side walls and a filter cap, the filter cap having side walls which overhang 
the side walls of the bottom portion of the cage when the filter cap is mounted on the bottom 
portion, and wherein each of said left and right side walls of said at least one of said canopies 
further comprises a lip extending perpendicularly from the side plate so that the lips extend 
underneath at least a portion of the overhanging side walls of the filter cap of the cages. 

J7. (Withdrawn) A cage level barrier cage, comprising: 
a cage bottom having a plurality of integral side walls, a floor and an open top end, and a 
peripheral lip extending continuously around said top end; 
first and second opposing recesses formed in said peripheral lip; 
third and forth opposing recesses formed in said peripheral lip; 
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a feeder assembly having a base, said base having first and second flanges extending 
therefrom so that when said feeder assembly is disposed in said cage bottom said flanges 
axe received within a respective one of said first and second recesses, or a respective one 
of said third and fourth recesses; and 
a bonnet dimensioned and sized for sealing said top end. 



<^i%. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 37, wherein said base of 
said feeder assembly comprises two fluid compartments at apposing sides of said base, and a 
food module disposed between said fluid compartments. 





(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 38, wherein said fluid 



compartments have rounded bottom portions. 



portions 




apertures adapted to facilitate the flow of fluids therethrough. 



ithdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 39, wherein said bottom 




Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 38, wherein said food 



module comprises a wire food module disposed at the bottom of said food module. 



includes atop for covering said top end of said cage bottom. 




42/ / (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 37, wherein said bonnet 
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^^(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 42, wherein said top has a 
surface, said surface being perforated for allowing air to pass to and from said cage bottom. 




(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 42, wherein said top has a 
perimeter and further comprises a vertical portion descending from said perimeter of said 
surface, and a border horizontally extending from said vertical portion, wherein when said top is 
placed on said cage bottom, said border contacts said peripheral Up thereby substantially scaling 
said cage bottom. 

/ /45^(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 42, wherein said Lop has a 
plurality of cross beams. 

^/(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 42, further comprising two 
filter retainers, said filter retainers having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and 
from said cage bottom. 

47^/ltf ithdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 42, further comprising two 
filter shiclds^said filter shields having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and frum 
said cage bottom. 

48. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 45, further comprising two 
filters dispo$adon said plurality of cross beams for filtering air entering said cage bottom 
through said top. 
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^^jCWitfiSravwi) The cage level barrier cage of claim 48, further comprising two 
filter retainers, said filter retainers having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and 
from said cage bottom. 



Jf(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 49, further comprising two 
filter shields, said filter shields having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and from 
said cage bottom. 




(Withdrawn) A cage level barrier cage, comprising: 
a cage bottom having a first pair and a second pair of integral side walls, a floor 
and an open top end, and a peripheral lip extending continuously around 
said top end; 

first and second opposing recesses formed in said peripheral lip at first respective 

centers of said first pair of integral side walls; 
third and forth opposing recesses formed in said peripheral lip at said second pair 

of integral side walls; 
fifth and sixth opposing recesses formed in said peripheral lip at said second pair 

of integral side walls; and 
a bonnet dimensioned and sized for sealing said top end. 




£ (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim S 1, further comprising a 
feeder assembly having a base, said base having first and second flanges extending therefrom so 
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lhal when said feeder assembly is disposed in said cage bottom said flanges are received within a 
respective one of said first and second recesses. 



^53>^(\tfMdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 52, wherein said base of 
said feeder assembly comprises two fluid compartments at apposing sides of said base, and a 
food module disposed between said fluid compartments. 




54. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 52, wherein said fluid 
compartments have rounded bottom portions. 




(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 54, wherein said bottom 
portions define apertures adapted to facilitate the flow of fluids therethrough. 

^56^^iAdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 55, wherein said food 
module comprises a wire food module disposed at the bottom of said food module. 




(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 55, wherein said feeder 
assembly comprises at least one feeder recess defined in a peripheral lip of said base such' that 
when said feeder assembly is disposed in said cage bottom, said feeder recess is aligned with at 
least one of said third, fourth, fifth or sixth recesses. 

sii^W^&aw) A cage level barrier cage, comprising: 
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a cage bottom having a plurality of integral side walls, a floor and an open top 

end, and a peripheral lip extending continuously around said top end; 
a bonnet dimensioned and sized for sealing said top end; 

wherein said bonnet includes a top for covering said top end of said cage bottom. 

^^tWithdrawa) The cage level barrier cage of claim 58, wherein said top has a 
surface, said surface being perforated for allowing air to pass to and from said cage bottom. 




(Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 58, wherein said top has a 
perimeter and further comprises a vertical portion descending from said perimeter of said 
surface, and a border horizontally extending from said vertical portion, wherein when said top is 
placed on said cage bottom, said border contacts said peripheral lip thereby substantially sealing 
said cage bottom . 

X- 

/ 61. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 58, wherein said top has a 
plurality of cross beams. 

K2. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 58, further comprising two 
filler retainers, said filter retainers having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and 
from said cage bottom. 
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63^0Vi^drawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 58, further comprising two 
filter shields, said filter shields having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and from 
said cage bottom. 



ithdrown) The cage level barrier cage of claim 62. further comprising two 
filters disposed on said plurality of cross beams for filtering air entering said cage bottom 
through said top. 



>. (Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 6448, further comprising 
two lilter retainers, said filler retainers having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and 
from said cage bottom. 

Withdrawn) The cage level barrier cage of claim 65, further comprising two 
filter shields, said filter shields having a perforated surface for allowing air to pass to and from 
said cage bottom. 




(New) A ventilated cage and rack system for housing at least one cage 
assembly' said system comprising: 

a ventilated rack having a height, a width and a depth, wherein the rack is 
constructed and arranged to support a plurality of canopies, the rack 
including at least one air exhaust plenum running along the width of the 
rack; 
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a plurality of canopies supported by said rack, each canopy having a length and a 
width, the width being defined by at least two side plates, the canopy 
being adapted to receive one or more cage assemblies between the side 
plates below the canopy, such that a gap exists between the canopy and the 
top of said cage assembly so as to permit air to be drawn into the air 
exhaust plenum from the interior of said cage assembly through the top of 
said cage assembly and to also permit ambient air to be drawn across the 
top of said cage assembly into the air exhaust plenum; 

wherein said cage assembly comprises at least one of a first cage having a first 
width at or about the width of the canopy or a plurality of second cages 
having at least a second width, said second width being less than said first 
width, wherein the combined widths of the second cages positioned side 
by side along the width of the canopy is at or about the width of the 
canopy. 
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